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RURAL EDUCATION. 


THE MACDONALD ESFEKIMENT IN 
CANADA. 

(moil a oojweetonwnt) 

In order to initiate a wido-spreail reform in the 
rami schools of Canaria, Sit WSUIata Maodonffldi 
Montreal, Lhc mmitfleimt benelVtor of McGiU 
TJfljwnrity, ia round! ng, and temporarily maintain 
nag, Uto model schools, ow in ^eh nf the East*>m 
Provinces. He hupea in this way to show what 
ran ami should be tons. Three of these schools are 
already in operation in Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, mid Ontario, and. a fourth in Prince Edward 
lalspd will bo opened in May next, Middleton 
School fn Nova Scotia, optmod in August, 1002, 
and Kingston School in Now Brunswick, opened 
August. BKJS, have already been working hmg 
enough to bo p rofltn My studied . Having hod the 
opportunity of studying: some of the problems of 
rural education durfus a recent visit to Omada 
and the United States, I propose to illustrate 35 r 
William Macdonald's scheme of reform by a 
description of the origin and present condition of 
these two schools HH 

la considering tho rural school problem in 
Canada, two facta must be borne In mind which 
differentiate it from the problem In England In 
the first place, population is far more widely 
scattered, and over largo areas schools must he 
provided where there arc not even hamlets, but 
merely isolated farms ; secondly, the peasant 
doss is non-existent, and thus the children who 
attend the rural schools are the children of land- 
owning farmers, with a sprinkling of those of 
storekeepers and of small professional men. The 
remit os (he first is that the ordinary rural 
school exceedingly amah, sotuttimia con- 
sisting of five to ten children. The result 
the second is that no scheme of reform 
will appeal to this rural population which 
does uot place the country child on an 
equality with the city child by carrying him on 
from the ordinary elementary grades through a 
pecondwry " high-school " course, obd fit hiuu if 
be wishes, to go on to college. To meet these 
conditions the consolidation of the small district 
is not merely desirable* but absolutely 
essential. In iuatilnting bis reform, however, 
what Sir William Macdonald has mainly at heart 
Is tht> different latlou of the country school course 
from that of the cities, in order that the bulk of 
the rural population may grow up to love and 
prefer country life and pursuits. From bis point 
of view the LLUfodLteliori of nature, study and 
manual training an central fixtures of the curri- 
culum is the most important side of rural school 
reform. 

The Middleton and Kingston Schools arc good 
crumples of the two different types of rural 
school locality with which reformers must deal. 
Middleton School is in a village of SCO inhabi- 
tants, in the centre of a fertile and prosyK?Tous 
valley, and draws ite pupils both from the village 
aud from a radios of about four mile* round ■ 
Kingston dchool stand* merely at four cross 
ready,, with only o church and half a dozen bouse* 
in sight; it draws its children from a rad hm of 
five Jullta and frgm a region where no village 
eJLlFhs. The village of MiddltLon has throb 
doctor*, two solicitors, two banks, several fair- 
atied shop*, and jl railway station with two trains 
a day ; it is the collecting point for the agri- 
cultural produce uf the surrounding valley, a rich 
fruit-gro^ng dkdricL ; yet it has isolated wooden 
hotLirtsi, roads comparable only to v toughed fields, 
and even in the very centre of the village only 
an Deca^ionul plink for a side -walk. Kingston, 
though in the midit of the uniat beautiful scenery 
of New Brunswick, iiL-stling among hills, and 
forests of fir, beech, and maple, and close to the 
many-armed Waterway of the Elver St. John, is 
an. (inprognmaive fanning district.. The »U is 
poor, the railway five miles away, the roads 
atrocious, The poqple, deticendautH of the earliest 
Loyalists who settled in New Brunswick from the 
hUtu-.i Lii the Uevolatkmnfy War, though of 
sterling quality, are unprogrtaBlvo and relatively 
pner, M LcklM tin. the rtfu re, afford* an tiampln 
of i. i «.>tiv.ilid*,Liun round a village, Kingston uf con- 
mliddian rwrnl a point cbo<w-n f*w mnvHiliaim 


apparatus fijr each pupil, demonstration boards, 
and all other requisites. 

Of tbo fmir acre* of ground, 1J is used for 
school putleus and the rest for a bs»ball ground,. 
Attached to the school U the stab Vo for 1 1 vans 
and £2 hprsoH.. 


The Kingston school ha* a large wooden bnild- 

ing of similar a Lee and plan. " It wtuodA in two 
nerea uf ground, part of which Lh being laid out 
very prettily with turf and young tre& ; thorn 
Is a baseball ground for boys and a croquet lawn 
for girls, and half an acre will bo used nert 
spring for school children 'a gnrdcu*. The raotM 
for man nai training nod domestic science and 
the science' laboratory are in this case within tbo ; 
ruain building. There is ah» a small room which 
is to be a library, where the daily paper in 
akcady to be seen, and another largo room which 1 
as to become a school museum and be filled by the 
pupils. Already on® term "s work show* quits a ' 
cel lection of nature specimens. from Lho neigb- 
bonrliood. 

All the children except Hinso from Lhe imme- 
diate district ride daily to and from those seboota 
in covered vans, owned by Sir William Mac- 
donald, and driven by paid drivers who supply ' 
their own horses. Each van hold* from 20 to 2-i 
children. The routes vary in length tram six to | 
2| miles ; the children who come furthest start ! 
at 7 30 a.m. The vans reach school by & 13 and 
leave again at 3 30 p.m. School begins at 0 30, 
and the teaching day L* four hour* and 40 
minute* ; there is one hour for lunch, at noou 
and two shorter breaks. 

The main aiiu of the school work la to prepare 
children for country life, both intollectnally and 
physically T by giving to nature-study, manual 
training, and school gardening a central place in 
the curriculum, and by connecting the other 'i 
subjects with these as far as possible. It is felt, 
however, to I** impossible and undesirable at 
ones to break fully with tine established curricu- 
Jami and the relation of the various subjiscLS io 
each other )s only gradually being worked out, 
A great deal of liberty is being given (o each 
teacher to plan his or her own dme^tablc, but Eu 
the main the school law ol the province has to be | 
reckoned with. Aft average of about 2] hours a 
week is given to manual tr a i ning , or, In the case 
of older girls, to domestic science, and 1 i hour 
to nature-study t but the time-table, especially 
in the loimcr grades, is elastic. In the spring and 
summer additional time is given for gardening 
and for expeditions into the country round. At 
Middleton last yisr the children in Grades I. to 
TIT gardened in common , but each child from 
Grades V. to X. had his own garden, 12ft. by 8ft-, 
where ho planted and grew vegetables under 
snperrislou. These were his own property to 
sell or otherwise dispose of. Titers was also aQ 
experimental plot where the- effects of different 
fertilizers and other things were, tested nnn I 
whom hotbeds were made and watched. The 
latter hud the effect of inducing some at home to 
Construct hotbeds for the first time. 

Manual training begins in the lower grades 
with drawing, brush-work, cardboard writ, or 
jawing: both boys and girls learn the latter at 
Middleton apd vvero able to limn hustera for 
Christmas presents. Tbo elder boys fram grajl^ 
V. or VI, upwards learn American Sh>yd, and tkie 
girts take laundry work or cooking. They have 
one long lesson of two and a-half hours per week- 
Sanh boy has to lli'si, calenLato and tuAs a 
uiuchanlcai drawing of the model ho Is io con~ 
atnict. thus mathematics arc brnught in- 'fh 01 
roodxsls made are of things useful in country 
SiJOt, as pluot lahohi, plant stands, match lighters, 
unci kp on. Ttio conn eaiDU with nature study 
milt tgl i ifd by Insssou.* on the quality and origin 
o£ the woods ireod. The girls 5tudy not only the 
art- of cooking, but a little of the djtfftistry ol 
foods, and wherever pausible the uecesnary hcns’^c- 

hpld accounts Uro dune by Lho dase. Ono yunr 
is given to laundry work, 

Nature wtudy is wisely begun lu a very nduruia! 
ivny In the lowvc grades. A short talk of attout 
ton minutes opens each morning'n work : the 
weather for the day is discussed and rftgisrered 
i-uusplcumialy in n chart ; any spec Imciab nought 
by lho children to school arc &hown. and the 
children are encouraged to speak id anything 
which they tmvo seen on the way to school . But 
Gie naiura study Idea runs, through all Lho work 
or the Little people. They pe*4, write, slug, shcI 
t holr Una* 


.. ..nuujsjru tteont' jfl :» (i. 
in a DOn-plugroiuiivt- region, 

Tht-SO rwu localities were carefully nflrctri) by 
Frtifpasdf - 5 . W, fiobcrtetm, as adviser and 042 ^ & 
of Sir William Macdonald* and &» offer waw made 
to thorn to 1902 that all espe&troi should be paid 
tot thioo t V<'aH I>ut qf f.he Macdonald Fund* oft^r 
and above the recent average r^penaps . provided 

the school® weald twraalktoto and Allow Fro- 
f«wcir Kotcrison a frets hand in appointing the 
staff and orga.idiiQg the ruirieulurD. Sir William 
wished. far the site of the object lesson, to spurn 
no (UptBS*. 1 , This offer the Hixtricta concerned, 
after much hesitation* dptudnd to accept, and the 
schools vo ro Meotdingly built and opened, the 
GOD in M2, and the other in 1903, The- old 
district rtIiooI houses am still atandlnff and arc 
being matotAiircd In case the expcrLmtmt is 
dropped after three years, 

Middleton had already asekool of toG children, 
with three teachers, whose salaries ranged 
between i?6G and £120 per annum. Around it 
lay seven other school districts, with schools 
varying in enrolment between 19 and 47 pupil* ; 
each school had one teacher with a salary from 
£3G to <£60 per annum. The total number of 
children enrolled in the flight Bfhcmls muiiKST, 
atid the average daily attendance in 1902 wan 
1934, or 54 per cent. The duuricta laid not been 
mat-hod by edncatioiHil onThnsuasm, for they had 
paid the relatively low average school-rat© of 35 
cents od the $1 00 of property. Th** school districts 
flow cent ralized in Kingston were seven in number ; 
the total Uurober of child, fen in the seven schools 
was L25, turn each was taught by a young woman 
teacher at a salary which La only odo caae reached. 

The anlted average daily attemh-tsc-ts 
for the bst year in the seven schools was only 55, 
sboat c^gfct in each school, or 44 per cent, of fcbo 
number enrolled. The children left school very 
youbg. 

The consolidation of tho schools into ono 
central school had Immediately a marked effect 
cm enrolments on attendance, end on the ags at 
which pupils left. In Middleton In the first 
term the average daily attendance rose from 54 
per cent, to T5S per cent., and la Kingston from 
44: per cent, to 91 per cent. In Kingston the 
(sMulnmt rose from L25 to 165* an increase 
partly accounted for by the ardour ol districts 
not mcludid in the scheme, since 20 pupils from 
outlying districts w«re willing either to iKHtrd 
in the neighbourhood, walk an immense distance, 
or otherwise convoy themsolvtH In order to 
attend the now school. Moreover, many older 
pupils returned to school, and amongst them 
s^ven young men and wot non between 20 aud 30 
years of age. Ko dearer evidence of the enthu- 
siasm or iho Kingston folk could bo furnished 
than the sight of those grown-up ptsJple marching 
in fllfi with children and seated as pupils in 
children's dusks. 

The aew schools wore stalled with the best 
teachers Unit could be obtained, at salaries 
ranging from £63 to £200 per annum. Tho 
Middh toc school of 400 pupils baa a headmaster, 
two assistant mastm; and eight a^Lstaat mis- 
tresses, One of these is a specialist in manual 
work, another in domestic science,, and two 
others have University degrees. The Kingston 
school of 155 pupils has a headmaster, an 
assistant master, who la a specialist in manual 
work, and three assistant mistresses. Three of 
these are University graduates and a serial 
domptLe science teacher is to be sen t out from 
LjjgLtkiid m May. The school, when tousol iduted 
were Lhereibro able to be divided into grades on 
the lines of the Canadian city schools, in which 
there are eight ordinary grades and from one to 
iowr tosh-sebool e-hsKf-s. Kington has ant* Wit. 

school gnido and Middleton has. Mirw. 

1 ^'^blutoii school has a. two-*Wi?ved brick 
bmidiOg, Ktandong cm four acres ol ground lu thia 
! tHyattfe , of Village. It has basement play- 
grounds, eight largo e]as:4-TiX)lny ho Ld ifl^ 50 p upils 
I each, mi tiMjwmbly-hall seating 000 people, a 
principal * office and teacher's room, and a Email 
room tor wicntiiic work. Owing to the fact that 
many more children joined the aebool than had 
Leen expected, the old school budding ban b t-cn 
Idled up for cooking and I mm dry work, woodwork, 
and rbcoocnl In Watery work. Tbn fitting* arc 
excellent ; In a eltuis ol 24 each hoy lias a separate 
Caf p elite r k i.coch and. full act of tools,, and the 

liitL'JJtitL iUa fcUXi’Iriil'di vritti ££»a.i A r nf.dk mt ntjria a in I 


the fbiiy-vtorpr element In 

jpfcten, in tho higher clauses a more nyatetiratie 
form of ns tore study is gradually introduced, and 
in the lush-relinol cIohjkj, olementory phvaicu sad 
^emiEtry are taken erporicnetitaliy 1 akd toofr 
bean ngs on opcultiire iltostratod, Thu* an 
.mportout part o the school work of too™ i 
duldreii Is calculated to develop to them into- ' 
rosto which lead toward* life to tho country. j 

On the other hand, these nchoohi ha-re a dim emit, 
ptobtom st.ll to work out. If the more „ SS I 

SSS5 ^ , a 4 ° ?\ ^ Had the raw3 

dmtreclnoa inhorent m a wide eun-icultm, is to 
be avoided, they must Lo taught to dose relmW 
to nature atody and manual work. ?h? ™ w 
pomt of the work of these school* 1W heS 
g*. ""•’ioei.e ranrat be enuX 

dropped, at present aft any rate, jicwm certain - fii 
it to impossible to tnske a eomptote educatl^l 
sehbtm tetwren tovm mid 

Htotcnry and literature, moreover, Vire esaeutiai 
fur tho tmnmg of hnman sympathy, 
spirit, zxd unagnmtion. Yet these ^ 

jects most difficult to correlate with mamtd 

trainrag and nature study, 

1 b .^ !n a^rT by biktuK up 

the itody or EvoageW, - the likrtorlo aca^a 
of which were toid a very tow miles away in thto 

™ valley. Vtlrnt h needed ig bEatory and 
litenatra-e beginnmg with the neighbourhood and 
starting ff^m the present which would, be a 
human naturo study. Mid which would give the 
Canadian farmer* wider interest a&d ^viipathies 
and ideals than nature study pure and toronlo 
could give. 

It m too soon to draw conclusions ns to the 
elfect of tliese schools on toe life wf the district. 
So far It is known that tho numbers attending 
school have increased, that the at tendance has 
been far more reguJar, that the children take a 
grater interest In thnir school and a pride In 
its doings, that tho adults in these scattered dto. 
tricto have been drsewn together hy now methods, 
and have found the occasional school cuter- 
tninmcnfcs a time of common social inte-rcourso. 
Of the two districts, Kingston, the most back- 
ward and most completely rural, has shown the 
greatest appreciation of the new school. In the 
matter of orpoitoe, the experiment ia by no 
moans normal, but it is evident, first, that It 
cannot be hoped to reform rural school* and 
economize nt the same time ; second, that a 
district which is so largo and where routes are so 
long that the men engaged in dri ring vans 
cannot get back to work in the Interval i* 
economics Hy a mistake ; a radius of two and n- 
lialf miles is probably the 'tofge^t that should be 
adopted. But for experience in the most 
eecmondcftl way of consolidating scattered rural 
schools one must turn to Ohio and to Mnssa* 
chusette for evidence, 

Ono nvore conehisicn is forced homfl by the 
study of these schools, and that to the necessity 
of specially training ttsichcrs for the work. It] 
takes an uu usual and very gifted, teacher to stop j 
aside l rom the beaten t rack with any effective- g 
rtc^LS, and educational policy tvmnnt afford to roly ^ 
on a supply of unusual and gifted teachers. The 1 
average teacher must bo train td for Mb special | 
work. 


The CiiKWR Railwat Accjdi-iSt. — L ieu tenant- i 
Colon ui Von Donop, IhLL, roportotg to ths liouidol ] 
Trade ns to the eolUsioia near Crew* Station, on the j 
London nml North-Western Railway 1 oa Uef-etnter Sb, , 
between a pffcssenger train end n train of empty coachca, I 
fortunately without any peisoc^d injury, ray* th^ driver ] 
td thu train, whkh ^-aS fnun hlancfieBtiy, J 

ulmiUi-u iLiu bo was reapoiwi bio for the acriitout. Ho i 
(u.knnwJi'd^i-J ttui. boiti nl^nab to tbn up low- I 

Hue on which bo wits rannjpe ta wtu at diujtfnr wlmon j 
puTnl thuu, and ihiit it.u cnEltoioa vi-Jia oFLiin-ty Jan to | 
thn in onK'ntrkry laistiitto which bn nuuto oC Lhinkrog tJuvt I 
ho wta man in j' on lit* mnJn Jiur 1 . Tb!a mtoudio mi ttio I 
nuui'a part, jsaye IJ ntu (OiMin-C-oltii-jid Vlux Donon, aniwjUi-d | 
U» have boon. H10 auto OOUbo of Lho un^IJtjaL. All the Will- I 
piBty's rnjDilul ions about (Lb iuliutoiua \it iijj Indue into f 
tholffl WtutioD appear to have boeu strictly adband te> I 
anil ini re^po led lull Ly uitiiubeti tu nay other inrvaut at (ho | 
ooujpany. 
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